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VINCENZO CHIARUGI'S CLASSIFICATION OF MELANCHOLIA  

 

 
   

  1. ANXIOUS MOOD/ 

      DEPRESSED MOOD 

  2. ABULIA/ 

      MOTOR RETARDATION/ 

      MOTOR RESTLESSNESS/ 

      STUPOR 

 

Both present, proceed to 3                       Possible Furious Melancholia 

Less than 2 present, stop                          PSYCHIATRIC DISORDER 

 

  3. DELIRIUM/ 

      DELUSIONS 

  4. HOMICIDAL TENDENCIES/ 

      SUICIDAL TENDENCIES 

 

Both present, proceed to 5                       Probable Furious Melancholia 

Less than 2 present, proceed to 6            Probable True Melancholia 

 

  5. MANIA/ 

      HYPOMANIA 

 

Present, stop                                             PSYCHIATRIC DISORDER 

Absent, stop                                             FURIOUS MELANCHOLIA 

 

  6. MANIA/ 

      HYPOMANIA 

 

Present, stop                                             PSYCHIATRIC DISORDER 

Absent, stop                                             TRUE MELANCHOLIA 

 

It consists of a total of 14 digits, based on 12 codes included in 6 variables organized into 4 

decision clusters, yielding to 2 diagnoses.  

 

It is based on Vincenzo Chiarugi's treatise Della Pazzia in Genere e in Specie con Una 

Centuria di Ozzervazioni, published in 1793-1794, in which melancholia is divided into three 

forms, from which only two, true melancholia and furious melancholia, are included in revised 

CODE-DD. True melancholia is characterized by anxious mood (depressed mood) and abulia 

(motor retardation, motor restlessness, or stupor); and furious melancholia is characterized by 
anxious mood (depressed mood) and abulia (motor retardation, motor restlessness, or stupor), 

delirium (delusions) and homicidal tendencies (suicidal tendencies).   
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FURIOUS MELANCHOLIA 

TRUE MELANCHOLIA 

 


